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The most important books listed in these columns will receive notice in the book-review pages. 



OLD TESTAMENT 

ARTICLES 

Wolfenson, Louis B. The Character, Contents, and Date of Ruth, The American 
Journal of Semitic Languages and Literatures, July, 191 1, pp. 285-300. 
A skilful argument in behalf of the proposition that the Book of Ruth was written 
early in Israel's history, somewhere prior to the Deuteronomic reformation. 

Hirsch, E. G. Notes on Deut., chap. 33, ibid., pp. 339-42. 

Rabbi Hirsch sets forth reasons leading him to think that the " Blessing of Moses " 
is not from one author, but from several. The prologue and epilogue have a separate 
author for each and the "Blessings" proper originated in entire independence one of 
another. They date back probably as early as the days of the Judges and they were 
brought together by an editor in the days of the Elohist, somewhere in the eighth 
century. 

NEW TESTAMENT 

BOOKS 

American Standard New Testament and Psalms. India paper edition. New York: 

Thomas Nelson and Sons, 191 1. 

This compact and elegant volume, printed in large, clear type, will be a con- 
venience to many ministers and teachers who may wish a New Testament which 
is very clearly legible without being bulky. 

Firth, Frank J. The Holy Gospel: A Comparison of the Gospel Text as It Is 
Given in the Protestant and Roman Catholic Bible Versions in the English 
Language in Use in America. With a Brief Account of the Origins of the Several 
Versions. New York: Revell, 191 1. Pp. 501. $1.00. 

The 161 1, Revised, American Standard, and Douay versions of the Four Gospels 
are printed in parallel columns, to exhibit their general agreement. The omission of 
the notes leaves some passages of more than doubtful authenticity, like Mark 16:9-20, 
Luke 22:43, etc -> standing without qualification in the Standard version, and the 
modest introduction might have been a little more accurate at some points, but the 
conspectus of texts, even in the modernized forms used, is of some little interest. 

Piepenbring, C. Jfeus et les ap6tres. Paris: Nourry, 191 1. Pp. 329. 

A clear and intelligent sketch of the rise of Christianity under the aspects of 
Jewish Christianity and of Paulinism. Piepenbring concludes that the oldest sources 
for our Gospels cannot have been a product of Paulinism, or of Jerusalem Christianity, 
but must proceed from Galilean followers of Jesus and represent with practical fidelity 
his ministry. The Gospels bear the stamp of historicity and, when historically 
examined, reveal to us in substance the gospel of Jesus himself. 

Hobart, Alvah S. A Key to the New Testament, or Letters to Teachers Concerning 
the Interpretation of the New Testament. Philadelphia: The Griffith & 
Rowland Press, 191 1. Pp. 175. 40 cents. 

Professor Hobart's letters have been developed through his commendable activity 
in helping by correspondence Christian teachers without theological training, but 
desirous of intelligent guidance. He deals with various aspects of interpretation in 
an elementary way, doubtless useful enough to his correspondents, but not always 
in full accord with strict historical method. 
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Holtzmann, Heinrich. Praktische Erklarung des I Thessalonicherbriefes. Neu 
herausgegeben von Eduard Simons. Tubingen: Mohr, ion. Pp. 163. M. 2.50. 
It was the conviction of Professor Holtzmann that scientific exegesis alone does 
not meet the needs of the church; that the practical explanation of the Scriptures 
with a view to edification must be cultivated. To this task he himself in his Heidel- 
berg period contributed, through the Zeitschrift fiir praktische Theologie, a discussion 
of Hebrews (1891) and of I Thess. (1880-86). This latter work, now republished by 
Professor Simons, is an interesting example of a rigorous biblical critic's interest and 
skill in the "practical" treatment of the Scriptures: 

Macphail, S. R. Colossians, with Introduction and Notes. (Handbooks for Bible 

Classes.) New York: Scribner, 1911. Pp. 128. 

Dr. Macphail's comment is reasonably full, sympathetic, and intellegent. His 
introduction, however, is meager and inadequate, both in conception and execution. 
The point of view is not precisely that of the historical student, and on some critical 
matters, e.g., the first-century date for the Didache, the writer's opinions are not 
well based. 

RELATED SUBJECTS 

BOOKS 

Robins, Henry B. Aspects of Authority in the Christian Religion. Philadelphia: 

The Griffith & Rowland Press, 1911. Pp. 151. 75 cents. 

Mr. Robins first gives a historical survey of standards of authority in Judaism, 
in the New Testament church, and in Protestantism. In a second part he considers 
the actual authority of the Bible, "Reason," " Conscience," " Christian Consciousness," 
and Jesus. The exposition is logical and clear, and is marked by fair-minded scholar- 
ship. The net result is to exhibit the spiritual power of religious authority in its 
various aspects while eliminating the untenable dogmatic assumptions which too 
often confuse and repel. 

Butler, James G. Present-Day Conservatism and Liberalism within Biblical 
Lines. A Concise and Comprehensive Exhibit. Boston: Sherman, French 
& Co., 1911. Pp. 122. $1.00. 
A biased and ex-parte picture of the present theological situation. Dr. Butler 

can evidently conceive no Christianity other than dogmatic. 

Howard, Philip E. A Prayer Before the Lesson. For Superintendents and Teachers 
in the Sunday School and in the Quiet Hour at Home. Philadelphia: Sunday 
School Times Co., 1911. Pp. 153. 50 cents. 

A series of brief prayers suggested by various passages of Scripture in the Old 
and New Testaments, constituting the International Lessons for 19 10. They do 
not wholly escape the ever-present temptation to address one's hearers instead of 
the Throne of Grace, but have value as representing a serious effort to make the prayer 
before the lesson a worthy element in the Sunday-school service. 

Gunn, Harriette Bronson. In a Far Country: A Story of Christian Heroism and 
Achievement. Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society, 191 1. 
Pp. 244. $1.00. 
Under this title Mrs. Gunn has given a readable and sometimes touching account 

of the missionary labors of her parents, Miles and Ruth Bronson, in India between 

1835 and 1886. The book is attractively illustrated and affords a useful sidelight 

upon the nineteenth-century Christian missions. 



